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 INternational programs 
Leave of absence request

This form must be completed in advance of taking a leave of absence or withdrawing. The submission of this form will cause your F-1 status to be terminated. You will not be able to remain in the US with a terminated record.

If you return to WVC within 5 months, you may be able to have your status reactivated. If you are away for more than 5 months, you will need to request a new I-20, pay the SEVIS I-901 fee again, and apply for a new F-1 visa. See page 2 for more details.
	NAME
	STUDENT ID

	
	

	EMAIL
	LEAVE OF ABSENCE OR WITHDRAWL 

	
	

	EFFECTIVE DATE –you must leave the US within 15 days of this date
	REASON

	
	

	Do you plan to return to WVC in the future? Yes/ No
	If yes, approximately when

	
	


The submission of this form will cause your F-1 status to be terminated.
Student Signature ___________________________________________________ Date _____________
F Students:
If you are an F student, talk to your designated school official (DSO) to request a leave of absence before you leave school.  If the DSO allows you to withdraw from school or take a leave of absence, you will be allowed a 15-day period for departure from the United States and your Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) record will reflect Terminated status for authorized early withdrawal. This departure period only applies to a student who talks to a DSO about leaving school. If you do not tell your DSO, you will not qualify for an additional 15-day period for departure. Also, the DSO will terminate your SEVIS record for unauthorized early withdrawal. This may impede your re-entry into the United States.

When preparing to return to the United States, you can choose a date that meets two specific criteria:

· Within five months from the date the DSO put your record in Terminated status

· At a time when you can begin studying again, such as the beginning of a new semester

You must talk to a DSO before returning to the United States (perhaps more than a month before the date you hope to return) to get your SEVIS record set back to Active status. If you are away from classes and not in Active status in SEVIS for more than five months, your SEVIS record must remain in Terminated or Completed status. If this happens, you will need to obtain a new Form I-20, "Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status" with a new SEVIS ID number from your DSO in order to continue your studies. After you receive your new Form I-20 you will have to pay the I-901 SEVIS fee (with the new SEVIS ID on your new Form I-20).

The need for a new I-20 with a new SEVIS ID applies to the following students:

· Students who have been out of status for more than five months

· Students who have spent more than five months outside the United States in an absence from school, while neither engaged in study abroad nor on a medical reduced course load

https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/maintaining-status
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